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Galatians 2:20, 21 “I have been crucified with Christ. It 
is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me. I do not nullify the grace of God, 

for if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose.”

 Romans 8:31-39 “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, 
who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for 
us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring 
any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ 
Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or danger, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day 
long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death 
nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

(See also Jn. 12:27-33, 1 Cor. 1:27-28, 2:1-5, Col. 2:13-15)

[John R. W. Stott] “…The cross enforces three truths—about 
ourselves, about God and about Jesus Christ.

First, our sin must be extremely horrible. Nothing reveals 
the gravity of sin like the cross. For ultimately what sent Christ 

there was neither the greed of Judas, not the envy of the priests, nor the vacillat-
ing cowardice of Pilate, but our own greed, envy, cowardice and other sins, and 
Christ’s resolve in love and mercy to bear their judgment and so put them away. 
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It is impossible for us to face Christ’s cross with integrity and not feel ashamed of 
ourselves. Apathy, selfishness and complacency blossom everywhere in the world 
except at the cross. There these noxious weeds shrivel and die. They are seen for the 
tatty, poisonous things they are. For if there was no way by which the righteous God 
could righteously forgive our unrighteousness, except that he should bear it himself 
in Christ, it must be serious indeed. It is only when we see this that, stripped of our 
self-righteousness and self-satisfaction, we are ready to put our trust in Jesus Christ 
as the Savior we urgently need.

Second, God’s love must be wonderful beyond comprehension. God could 
quite justly have abandoned us to our fate. HE could have left us alone to reap the 
fruit of our wrongdoing and to perish in our sins. It is what we deserved. But he 
did not. Because he loved us, he came after us in Christ. He pursued us even to the 
desolate anguish of the cross, where he bore our sin, guilt, judgment and death. It 
takes a hard stony heart to remain unmoved by love like that. It is more than love. 
Its proper name is ‘grace,’ which is love to the undeserving.

Third, Christ’s salvation must be a free gift. He ‘purchased’ it for us at the high 
price of his own life-blood. So what is there left for us to pay? Nothing! Since he 
claimed that all is now ‘finished,’ there is nothing for us to contribute. Not of course 
that that we now have a license to sin and can always count on God’s forgiveness. 
On the contrary, the same cross of Christ, which is the grounds of free salvation, is 
also the most powerful incentive to a holy life.”1 

1. How was your week? (*wink)

2. Discuss the final week of Jesus’ life. How was His week? As a 
group, identify some of what Jesus endured that final week of   

    His life.

3. Discuss the article above. Stott states that the cross of Christ “enforces three 
truths…” (1) “Our sin must be extremely horrible.” Why? (2) “God’s love must be 
wonderful beyond comprehension. Why? (3) “Christ’s salvation must be a free 
gift.” Why?

4. What does it mean to be “crucified with Christ” (See. Gal. 2:20)?

5. What immediate applications can be made in light of this text?

Who Am I?

1John R. W. Stott, The Cross of Christ (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2006), p. 85, 86.
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